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mw Le Dit Datch Toſeration, 1 Sar taven es Anh than 
gt Fo ars e the the Advaritage.o and fre 
View? SOS. 4 reve Party time with one of Publick Charaitte je 41k 
dheens Foray awn upon Paper, much leſs expos'd to the $ pos; Fete the 
Miri "till the other day, yet is the repreſentation no ways defeQive, for that ever 
be hath. bad too much.occafion to refleft upon che [mpreffions there fix'd, by , 
arin them with the many Miſt aps, Impertivencies, por poſes of theirdordid CES 


more eſpecially, have been both bis Wonder and Wwidignation ; Firſt, That ba- 
6X of Orgs = ng we ſhoilld affet ſo much to Copy after others : 
ad are ouly the Weakeſt arid Worlt wrought: 
, £0 Fon ek Fynmetry « of the reſt, carry much of Deformity with them, 
by A Wt þ them off ; yet theſe, farſooth, muſt be daub'd upon. our 
DEE ubtle[s to expoſes, and utterly Snfone it in the End. 


.bumourd with, a Religion, made up of ſuch- 
on Ms ae would allow of neither, 3n Painting, nor Poetry, 
malli, fe, alrbongh og bt ty excite peqwite contrary Paſſion 1: 


gar# berbemeo. , "Hhat our. Engliſh World might underſtaudwhat Miſ- 
| cady and muſt farther. accrew from ſuch Pa i 
4 Biece flole abroad Spring , amongſ# that numero Spawn the T 
Ralls forth; yer fo, ws neither Friendanor Foc, (ut the Pat) who engag'd bim) Fi 
om wh bet bandit cam, bauing & juſt Suſpicien, that as the Sincerity: 
hing.Con ti had been mare u ' than be could firlt. imagine, in AE 
e; ſo thoſ# Prejudices. nugbt he ſtill continued agarmſt whatever he pub 


off 
uprightly defign' and. oltratively true, whereas _ under the 
ho of a Third Perſon, as g's ond demon the Matter, he met an im and eandid. 


Verdi; vi ines Mu RT able to raiſe ion, 


for that *twagall clear Mat Fact, w have been conſidered, at firſt; and. tince- 
they perſevere to drive on af the fame Febu- -rafE, if jt be not confidered 1 un dyc time, and tha 
quickly too, they will driveall into-Co 
Fd And having thus paſs'd che Pikes amen "bis Friends, what theſe acbers ;E. or chiinb, 74 . 

the leaſt of his Concegn, having all eru'd, how neafle : are to be CS, of 
«my ebing which tends ihe Cerclemcne, þ oh agone/ the Teft, of their very ſelves. Op- 

poſigg, and Pulling Yo Joun, & the be Delghe of, thezr Souls; and. if” ſhox cannot wreck their 
Spite, up fl 


on the = that adbere ta her;-not l continue in 


Peace, or ref# 517 ( oe} Hoy nie K whereof, take this Paſte 3 4 Perſon of g ent 
Emir&ncy, ang gh 718 well acquainted with the Tranſaftions of that 6 
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\ diftanC'd if they, hos neither 
| think tt will turn to better account,s 


_ Athciſts, and pots ? ſo ay 4 y ch 


The Preface. ""* 
If v9.46 pot tpn thoſe profeſs'd Enennies of -2!t Revea!'d Religion, 
j and Places)_ta. abett apd..countenance r fuags .their 


Whereas Peres a theſe Free-booters ” rene; if they be true Politicians, as they would 
by all means be" Tho = or nethinge iff confitlly w is. rel/s us 


Mecanas advis' the Komim Et t he ſhould 
fing P that the 
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Doors, we 2 But 


"to Sedition, and 
thoſe others cannot ſur- 
made, when their good 
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; DUTCH Way of Tolgration, 
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Moſt proper for our 


ENGLISH DISSENTERS. 


$- 


"i i © 


His returns my Thanks, fot: the- Favour of your- laſt, 
and candid Acknowledgment ;* that T had reaſon' in. 
affirming, © 'the-Sword' would'continue to halt it on be- ' 

<«< tween St, PauÞsand Pinner's-Hall, as long as this Man 

« was Mayor; for now you were come 'over to my Opinion, 
&« and ſaw it would not only -be*ſo,- but- that his Succeſſor, Fading 
<« the ce thus broken, would, probably; follow in the Tame Track, 
« gr.otherwiſe improve the Aﬀront-to our old Eftubliſhments ac. 

« cording as the ſeveral FaGioms,which plac'd him in the Char, ſhould 
<« think fit to dire&: Hereupon you defire me tocommunicate, what 
< 1 know in reference to the Dutch Tojeration, (whereof you have 
<« heard ſeveral hints in our private Converſe) and How it comes 
<« to paſs, that the' many Jiffering Perſwaſzons amongſt them, enjoy 
<« their Liberty with'a-continued Peace and Qumiet,* whereas ours are 
&« always.re/tleſs. and encroaching; every day graſping at more, and 
«. ſeem ſtill diſſatisfied nnteſsrthey can #2groſs.all; oo 

Indeed, Sir, it was tomy; no little furprize, when laſt in"Towng"* 
to find your ſelf, and ſome: other ' Friends, ſo poſitive; that' a Re- 
primand from: the Court of Aldermen, and -fome=by-RefledFions in an 

Higher Court, would-ſtifle their. Deſign, or:make them give it over, 
which I perceived was deeper laid, and had greater :Encouragements, 

than-any of you did'then A {ure this you-muſt _ _ 

* ; ery” 


ſerv'd, that, 'tis very rare to find thoſe Parties doing their buſineſs 
by halves ; whatever Lights they may pretEndto, there is an infal- 
lible Argument-to-prove them Children of this World, being fo wiſe, 
. that 15, - cunning, in. their” Generations. No People, carry on their 
Projects with greater Intrigue, nor more nicely obſerve the ſeveral 
ſeeps and degrees by which they muſt be accompliſhed : Their Zegal 
Indulgence, as it was a great Point gain'd, .fo the timing of it was 
very critical; for, being inthe heat of the Revolution, there might 
be ſeveral Cafus gmifſi, which upon. farther: Debate would ' have * 
been hetter.congflered ; particularly, T queſtion very much, whe- 
ther any Diſſenter would have been allow'd going to the Conven- 
tice duxing his Magiſtracy, eſpecially to-carry the 1»/3gnia thither ; 
the former of which hath been all along practis'd in ſeveral Corpo- 
rations throughout the Kingdom ; and, doubtleſs, the Preſident - 
your Lord, 24qyor- has. ſet, will be 4p'd by, ſeveral of his Brethren 
1a other Places.: (notwithſtanding, as'the AR runs'at preſent, tis 
a Mort Caſe among the Gentlemen of the Long Robe, whether al- 
. lowable thereby) But that your Zord Mayor may not have the 
tole Honour of the firſt Attempt, at leaſt, that was done the Firſt 
Year of their 1dulgence, at a Corporation in my Neighbourhood, 
vwhere.an old, Zealct of the 41 Cauſe! (brought in; perhaps for Fhat 
purpoſe) would needs; haye the dave attend him to the-Barr ; but 
The honeſty, or. as-, they,3orm'd;. it;- obſtinacy of the ' Officers, Fthe 
Serjeants, would not camply, and fo he went without it. Afﬀter- 
wards... mdeed, , when- one of the ame Stamp was 'in courſe to be 
choten,. the Company capitulated; itbat - however the A1ayor might 
rdke his liberty., the, age world/be:confurd tg'Charch 3- which fone 
thopgh. a latle.haxdign the; dace's Fog fince "twas beliey'd every 
vitut 2s tende*-5ga/qirnc;d as the Man who follow'd-it. "Hu 
But,” to retura to,our purpdſe;cyow-ſee. how their Afﬀairs ſtand” 
at preſent, -apd how: little they:ſernple ſtretching to the utmoſtany 
Liberty which-s indulg'd. them,;; whereof, now:'they have a fair 
Proſpect ta make a greater.enkargement:z)'for: you know next Win- * 
ter a New Parliament will come in comde;;rand:they.are ſofar from 
being 7gnorgnt. rhexeht; Of 4erthereupoiivas 'ris' hard for” a Perſon 
of 1our erfonals ategrityg:tormmagite bow earneſtly. they already 
ſtickle rs carry:0n-their Point» In-that (Critical FunFure, leave never 
aStone witurn'd, are tampering with alt Jatereſts, and in all Places, 
to get contiding Members thoſen,. fuch Root and Branch-men, -as 
ihall eftectually carry on: the Work of. the: Lord, and once more eſta- 
bliſh. the Good Oid Cauſe; and then let the! State look to it as/well 
-a35the Church, for tis hard- to :reſalve. whether ſuffer'd. moſt os 
; c uch 


; . $3) 
ſuch thorough Refurmers, Now ths to” Mme Ts Demonffxation,, . that 
a Religious 1 iberty,' a Freedom a8 fr ConſGomees, is not the. ſole, 
nor "main thing they aiprat; for then-would they preſs no farther, 
that heing confirm'd to than by *Fe#a1 Eſtabliſhment, to all Intents 
and Purpoſes imaginable: Bur to be on in the Gopernment, 
is as natural to them as Water to a Fiſh ; and it they may nor.com- 
mand the Royalty, and controll at Pleaſure, preſcribe who. are worthy 
Aten, \and Hen worthy, thoſe Waters will be alway® troubled; ne- 
ver free from foul Weather, and Storms : Nay, farther ro remark, 
how ſcandalouſly they proſtitute their Spiritual Liberty, their*Rigbs 
of Conſcience, to obtrude.themſelyes upon the Temporal Power, their 
double dealing, playing faſt and looſe with our Church and Sacrament, 
ivan irrefragable-Argnment. Formerly, the Church of England (to 
uſe their great Patriarch's F. Qs Words) wis a meer Antichriſtian 
Encrogohment upon the Tuheritance of Chrift, all ber. Da#ling-Etors, 
Stoxes of the Old Babel ; and therefore by no means to be communicated 
with : | The Faithful of the Lord muſt not touch Tuch Jefiled Garments. ; 
and this' indeed was the common Cant of them *all,' for, ſome {core 
of Years together : Yet now we ſee, toſerve a Stafe-tiirn, or rather 
overt the State, the Holy Sacrament goes down as glib, with them, 
as the Covenant of old ; there is no Scruple, when the Cauſe is con- 
cern's: In the mean while, I dare engage, that if this next Ele- 
ion, they can make a Party prevalent 'enongh to. repeal the Te, 
-as'they have already cancetld the other 'Penal Laws, they will re- 
turn to their 01d Invedives, Onr Sacrarfent ſhafl be Reprobated as 
an Antichriſtian Rite, and att Communion with our Church /inful ayd 
abominable. Now here, if they would give me leave to expoltulate 
a little, I wonld deſire them to conſider, whether any thing cau 
bring @ greater reproach upon Religion, the Innocence, and Simplicity 
of the Goſpel, than ſuch vain Tergiverſations as thele? Such Linjy 
Woolſy Conſciences : Such profanc' Halters between God and Baal? , Can 
we imagine there ſhould be any. thing more 1n all there ockeries, 
than a:ſordid Intereſt, ſpiteful-Revenge, . or popular Humour ? To be 
cry'd up by the Factions, and make ſomething of. a Figure amoggſt 
the Meb-Sefrries, which they deſpair'd' 'of obtaining from Men of 
Senſe and Principles, This indeed 1s not exaQtly the .Laodicean Tem- 
; per; but thelittledifference is for the worſe, being fo hot, where ' 
' They need not be ſo much as Iykewarm, and leſs than ſo, where they 
ſhould |expreſs a religious Fervour; And fince Almighty God threa- 
tencd to ſpew the former out of bis Mouth, 1 fear his Bleſſings may be 
| the leſs, if theſs others be not ſpeiv'd our of the Government. 


B 2 | And 


» 


; ED ( 4.) 
- - And this, Sir, brings me to the Qae#ion you propounded ; (and 
what I preſume was chiefly aim'd at 1a the Acknowledgment you 


: made) How it comes to paſs the Dutch lime in ſo much Peace and Quiet, 
© notwithſtanding the many Perſwaſzons tolerated amongſt them ? Which 


may be clearly anſwered in very few Words ; viz. becauſe no ſuch 
troubleſome, uneaſic People, as aforementioned, haye to do in the Govern- 
ment, And I have ſometimes admired- our great Sticklers for Zi- 
berty, and Tofgration, who upon all occaſians are too forward in 
crying up the-Zow-Country Model, and pretending to be of a much 
quicker Scent than others, never hit off this ; but, upon ſecond 


' Thoughtsconſidered, they generally belong to ſome of the Fadions, 


and would be ſure not to exclude themſelves : Yet, doubtleſs, what 
Horace obſerves in Poetry, .is as true in Politicks, Decipit exemplar 
vitits imitabile, *tis hard coming at the ſame end, without the like 
means ; to imitate their Teleration, without their Caution and 
ReſtriFions, will not only be ſordid, as the Poet terms it, but, in- 
effeftual, provea Remedy worſe than the Diſeaſe , for from thence, 
more eſpecially, it proceeds, that their Toleration has turn'd to 
Account: In altother Places, where Univerſal and Unlimited, it has 
fallen a Prey to the undermining Stratagems -of that Spiritual Uſur- 
per upon all Chriſtsan Liberty whatſoever, as will hereafter appear. 
For your fuller fatisfa&tion therefore, I ſhall -give you an Agcount 
of the Dutch Toleration; as likewiſe how hard it will be to bring 
us to that Model, and yet ſhew you-'tis that alone can do our bu- 
fineſs.; all other Courſes will be much- more «rpraGicable, and un- 
fafe, and multiply thoſe DiſtraFions which we deſign'd- to prevent. 


OE 


And that you may give the greater Credit to what I ſhall ſay herein, 


it ſhall not depend upon my ſole Authority (though it was my chief 


Enquiry dvring ſome Years abode there) but have the- Confirma- - 


. tion of Sir Wiliam Temple's Obſervations . upon thoſe Provinces ; / 


which, as I think it was the firſt, ſo *tis, generally believed, the 


exacteſt Piece we have had fram that Ingenious Gentleman ; Clear 
Matter of Fa&t, without that partiality and by-reſpe&, which. ma- 
ny times is not avoided by ſuch as pretend moſt thereunto. 

Now what makes it ſeem more difficult and unprafticable a- 


mong us, thanthem, is, That the Conſtitution of their Government, 


and Temper of their People, will be found better adapted thereunto, 


with ſome other Advantages of leſſer Moment ; All which take, as 


follows, : 


Firſt, Then the. Conſtitution. of Their. Government ſeems better | 
adapted therevnto : To which. purpoſe, I muſt let you know, that + 


however thoſe Provinces are given out. to be a Common-Wealth, a +. 
. | he 


£25 | 

Free State, with ſuch other ſwelling Titles of Liberty, Priviledges,&c. 
as if the People had the ſole Controll, the Dernier Reſort, in all Pub- 
lick Determinations, (and ſo indeed it was in thoſe little Democra- 
cies of Greece, and that great one of Rome, where no-Laws could 
be enacted, nor Magiſtrates choſen &c. but by their Conſent) up- 
on Enquiry it will appear quite otherwiſe; the Populace, the 
Burghers, have no more to do inthe Government, than you and TI, 
if we dwelt, or but ſojourn'd amongſt them: 'Tis the exatteſt 0l:- 
garchy that is this day, or perhaps ever was in-the World, where . 
the Magiſtrates of every City,, or Province, are as abſolute as any 
Prince 1n Chriſtendom : Enatt Laws, levy Taxes, <vuſe one another 
into the ſeveral Offices of Government, and upon. a Vacancy (which 


' ſetdom happens, but by death) elect another to fill up their number, 


without any controll, but from their Stadtholder, who hath a nega- 
tive Voice, ar ſomewhat like it in all their Ele&ons; and though a 
reaſonable Check, is what their Hogan Moganſhips have been moſt 
uneaſie under, and endeavoured more than once to free themſelves 
from, Sir W. T. inſtances more particularly in the City of Amſter- 


dam, as chief of the Province of Holland, and in that, as chief of Off. p: 97. 


the Seven Provinces ;, © and tells you, the Government of that City is 


_ «& jq; the ſole management of Thirty /i» Perſons, whom he calls Sena- 


« tors; and faith, indeed, they were formerly choſen by the Voices 
&- of the Richer Burghers, or Feeemen of the City; who, upon the 
« geath of a Senator, met together either in a Church, a Market, or 
<« ſome other Place, ſpacious enough to receive their Numbers, 
« and/there made an Ele&ion of the Perſon to ſucceed, 'by 'a Ma- 
« jority of Yoices. - But about-Ong. hundred” and* thirty, 'or forty 
<« Years ago, when the Towns &F' Holland began to encreaſe in 
<« Circuit.and People, ſo as theſe frequent Aſſemblies grew into 


 < danger of Tumult and Diſorders, upon every occaſion, by reaſon 


+ of their 1\Vumber and Contentions;, this EleGion of Senators, came 
<« by the Reſolution of the Burghers in -one of their General. 4ſſem- 
© 'blies, to be devolv'd for ever upon the-ſtanding Senate for that 
« time; ſo that ever ſince when any of their Number dies, a new 
<« one 1s choſen by the. reſt. of the Senate, without: any interyen- 
« tjon of the other Burghers, which makes the Government a ſort of 
&« Obgarchy, and very different from a popular Government, as it. 
« is generally-'efteemed by thoſe, who paſling, or living in theſe 


 < Countries, content themſelves with common- Obſervations, or 


< Inquiries. ''And this. Reſolution of the Burghers either was agreed 
«< upon, or followed, by General Conſent, or | Example, about 
< theſame time, inall the Towns of the Provinces, tho? with ſome 
difterence 


rom nog 
Lb LOTS PN cop>ii er 


< differcace in the Number of the Senators, 


(6) | 
Thus far the farencn- 
tioned Gentleman ; whereto 1 muſt farther add, chat theſe Sena- 
tors both here, and in all; other Towys, are of thedame Communion, 
as to the' Publick Exerciſe of Religion; which, after ſome Debares, 
and Alterations, upon their Defedion from Spain, was fix*'d- upan 
the Geneva-Mgdel, with an Allay of Eraſtiamiſm, the better to 
keep under the Inſolency, of their Presbyteries, ſo froubleſomeelſe- 
where. ?*Tis not of much rhoment to tell you farther, that as theſe 
Senators marry generally into one anothers. Fakes, {o they keep 


the Goverarent, for the moſt *part, amongſt themſAves, the Chil- 
_ dren, with other@elations, coming in, and gradually: aſcending, -if 


capable of it ; which neyerthelefs being faithfully diſcharg'd, with- 


out Partiality, Avatice, or any other ſuch' by-reſpects, - the Beople ' 


ſeem no ways diſſatisfied therewith. - | - 
This, Sir, is a ſmall Scratch of the Preſent Eſtabliſhment of that 
People, which I ſhall farther confirm to you, upon the Anthority 
of the preſent Biſhop of Sarum; who, ſpeaking of the Low Coun- 
tries, how they got their Zberty, and how they maintain'd it, adds, 


Peace and yet after allthis, though the Name of their Gavernment bas a greater 
UOnion,pe9. ſound towards Libertythan our own, we are really the much freer Peo« 


ple « the two, where every Man has a more ' open acceſs to a- proportion'd 


Shatt4n the Government, than among them. 

The high-flowa Demagegves of our Nation, 1 know, will cenſure 
this as a great defect, a giving up their Feghts, a betraying their 
Priviledges, with a great geal ſuch like Commonnaealth-Cant, as has 
betray'd;us into confufion more -than once; 'whereas doubtleſsrhoſe 
thoughtful People made- a ſober Judgment of Things, andwell 
underſtood ſych -Prizriledggs notfyworth keeping, as tended only to 
the diſtraction - of. their-* Debates, and might, in the end, geſtroy 


| their Government : To be ſure the General Toleration, which fo!- 


lowed ſoon after, could have ſtood upon 'no- other Bottom, and 


thoſe at the Hehn.were ſo well-atisfy'd, with this New Conſtitution, 


as to ſet the Sovereignty of all the Seven Provinces upon the ſame 


Sir W. T. Foot: For ſo the- Aſſembly of the States General, which: conſiſted of a- 


bave Eight hundred Perſons, who meeting together in one Place. from ſo 
many ſeveral Patts, gave too great a ſhock to the whole Body of the 
Union, made their Debates long, aud ſometimes confuſed, the Reſolutions 
ſlow, and upon ſudden-Occaſtons out of time, was by mutuai Conſent of the 
whole Body, devolved upon thoſe, now: ſtil'd the States General, which 
conſiſts of ſo many Deputies from each Phowince, more ' or leſs, as they 
are pleaſed to ſend; which makes nodifference, ,asto their Yotes, be- 


cauſe given according to their ſtyeral .Provinces, not number of 


Perſons, 


OG Wy OO CI ITE 


HED, 


- the ſincerity , of their - Fatentions, and ſt 


| . C41 I 

Perſons, although their'. number ſeldom ariſe to ſo many as the Se- . 
nateat Amſterdam conſiſts of + _ $ +2 5-4 TN 
Now, Sir, to come to the diſparity, in reference to our ſelves, 
none of this is done, or muſt bz thought of amongſt us, as to the. 
whole Body of the Government ; whigh, though a Free Monarchy, 1s 
{ſo well temper'd, as we ſee every Subjet own'd to have.more Zzper- 
- ty, than under a Free State : *Tijs pity. it ſhould be ſo much abuſed ; 
yet Iince it. is fo, mizht not there be ſame Abridgment as to par- 
ticular Perſons, without the leaſt Infrattion upon the whole Con- 
ſtitution, an Exchange of Temporal for a Spiritual Liberty ? They that 
will have a New. Religion, let them live according to this New 
Aodel of our Neighbours, and forbear- meddling in Civil Concerns; 
otherwiſel cannot ſee how! the 01d Eſtabliſhment fapuld be long up- 
held : For Whilſt the 'Tolerated Parties ave free to Yote,. and put in 
their Claims to all, Publick Adminiſtrations, all Offices of Honour, 
Truſt, or Profit; they may.,carry things as they pleaſe ; what tho- 
rough their Induſtry and Importunity, Cabals and.Clamours, Labels and 
Lies, *tis: as. pollible. tg ſtopa raging Sea, 'as the Madneſs of ſuch 
People, No Man of 'Sence will-attempt itz: for tho? they are divi- 
ded amongſt, themſelyes,- in Dodrines, Adades of Worſhip, and Forms 
of Government, | Ephraim againſt rMangeh, and. anaſſeb againlt 
Ephraim ; yet the Judah of the Church of England, is the united Ob- 
ject of all their Spites,. and. what they ſtydy moſt- implacably to 
ſupplaiit and deſtroy. And if we refle& how many of them, in 
the late. Reign, comply'd with.the Diſpen/zyg Power, and ſuper- 
ſeded all. thoſe Laws. which the Nation, = above an hundred 
Years ſucceſlively, - had .compil'd to ſecyre the - Proteſtant Religion, 
there. needs no Window into; any of their Breaſts, (as a leading 


Holder-Forth then wiſl'd in an Adareſs ) to. diſcomer the Reality of their 


Intentions, *tis. too . ctear. from thence, and all their other -Practi- 
ces, that the Church of England is the only Popery they have a Pique 


| againſt; and can confederate with that which is really To; nay, 
Turk or Few, to effect its Ruine... In my Judgment, - therefore, It 


would. be a very reaſonable, and neceſſary Teſt, (and, I fancy, re- 


duce the truly conſcious Diſſenters to a ver ſmall Fremoug. to try 
ineſs of their. Prapciples, 


: by an Indulgence of that Liberty they are ſo zealous for, upon Con- 

2 ditiorrhiot to intermeddle in Civil Aﬀairs, which their weak Under- 
: ſtandings, ſtrong Prejudices, and vain Enthuſzaſms, render them moſt 

7 nuaqualified for-: Will the Freeholder,: even to the Cottager, with his 

1 Cabbage-gronnd and. Apple-Tree, recede from the Right he. has of 

> throwing up his Cap at a Country-Elefion ? The Members of ſmal- 
: | ler 


4+ 2 | 
ler Burroughs, as well as larger Corporations, of putting their-#iv 
* geſſes ts an Expence upon the like account, together with being 
on the Livery, ſtrutting at Common Halls, Common Councils, and 
the like ? Nay, even in Country-Parriſhes, willthey recede from 
ſerving as Conſtable in their turns, controling the Poor as Over- 
ſcers, or Parſons as Church-Wardens ? So likewiſe the Country-Gen- 
tleman; how will he take being left out of the Peace, or not, ap- 
earing upon the Bench at Seſſions, and Aſſizes, as well as his Con< 
orming Neighbours ? If T miſtake not the Temper of the ſeveral 
Parties, theſe little things will be of hard digeſfion, ſince they have 
beeneever obſery'd as forward to Command, as uneaſfie to Obey ; yet 
if we would gb according to the Zow-Country-Plan, (to'uſe the 
New Word) this courſe muſt be taken ; for *tis this alone has ſe- 
cur'd them, anethis, or nothing, will ſecure-us; - And therefore 

{ a very learned Perſon, about Eighteen or Tweaty Years lince, who 
underſtood the Unreaſonableneſs of our ſeveral Separations extreme- 
1 ly well, had fully ſtudied all their Cavils, and as fully evinced 
| them, if any thing of Evi&ion could work upon that ſort of People: 
- Pref. p.85. Yet, in his Preface to that Demonſtrative Piece, whether it was to 
| er the Diſſenters ſee, he was averſe tonothing which" might tend 
to a Settlement, or proponnded it from a Friend, whoſe Head hath 
| been always pregnant with Comprehenſion, and Toleration-Projeds - 
# Or, perhaps, to humour ſome great Men at the Helm, who about 
iſ - that time ſtickled very much for a Suſpenſion of Penal Laws ; upon 
Ml | what Deſign, as every Eye then diſcover'd, fo, I fear, in ſpite of 


| therein, and advanc'd thereby; I ſay, upon'whatever Agcount it 
i 1- was, this 'Reverend Worthy Perſon, in his Preface, makes a ſhort 
"8  Eſſayasto aToleration, laying down ſuch Reſtri&;onsand Limitations, 
=_ -| as arerequiſite to preyent the- Miſchiefs of an unlimited Zicentiouſ- 
: . neſs, which, he faith, would certainly bring Confuſion amongſt us, and in 
i the end, Popery : Now the *firf of his Reſtrittions, 1s, That none be 
| » permittcd this Indulgence, who do not declare, that they bold all Commu- 
| | nion with our Church unlawful ; for it- ſeems unreaſonable to allow it to 
0 others, and will give countenance to 'endleſs and cauſeleſs Separations, 
f And give me leaveto add, will gratifie the Capricio's of ſuch wan- 

= ton Libertines, as live Scepticks, and dye Atheiſts; To which kind 
1 of Scepticiſmel find ſeveral, who aſſociate with, at leaft, and ahett, 
_ the Diſſeaters, much inclin'd, Ozere, as to your Lord M---- Ano- 

ther ReſtriFion is, That 19 Perſon, ſo indulg?d, be capable of any Pub- 


ment,” wh0 look upon what the Government hath already eſtabliſtd, as un- 
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lick Office ;, it being unreaſonable, that ſuch ſhould be truſted with Govern- | 
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all Endeavours to the contrary, that Deſign will be ever concern'd - 
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- kavful :AFhird is, That all ſuch as enjoy it, muſt -cclare the parts 


ear Congregation they are'of; and enter their Names before fuch Com- 
miſfioners a Nhall be arthorizod to that Purpoſe ay et £ Dn ito - 
more, (tho' there be ſeveral others tending to the" ſaihe Pnypoſe) 

but only appeal whether you, or any Man eHe of ſghgr" Sence; 
muſt-not acknowledge theſeto be highly reaſonable, anEolitely 
neceflary, that-we may know what Men are, and where to have 
them. - In Martial-Taw, none are more ſeverely proteeded againft, 
than ſucti as fly fromutheir own, or are taken as Spies in the Enemies 
Ca#np ;:yet we muſt ſuffer theſe Enemies -& our Church, tho' they 
have beewall along in the Dsſſenters Sexvice, to,cnter ovr, Late at 
pleaſure, take our #974, our Teft,' atld Sicrar WE, that they may 
be "the better *qualified to work our Ruine ; + nay, are fo ſtupidly 
ſenceleſs, as not only-to let them- alone, but entertain and- careſs 
them as Friends : Juſt-thus . the Amalakites ferv'd 1fracl, and we 
know how highly Almighty God was incenſed thertat, and what 
the People ſuffer'd thereby. But not to ramble too far, or be 
thought too much concern'd upon the Church-Account, let us con- 


 fider our Government in General, -whether-it can be ſo well ſecur'd 


by-fach an Hodge-podge of Perſwaſions, whg will be continually 
pulling ſeveral ways, and aiming at ſeveral Intereſts? As the Low 
Countries, where-a few underſtanding Men, 4# unanimouſly for the 

Pullick Welfare, without:any by-Regards, or Fadtious Deſigns. 
Secondly, What I mentioned, +in the next place, by way of 
Diſparity, as likely to make a Toleration leſs: feaſable amongft us, 
than th@®Dutch, is the: different Temper and ' Hours of the Two 
Nations : T hey are a ſerious, and thoughtful. People, wholly intent 
vpon their own Private Concerns, and- very induſtrious in all their 
prog Calltngs ;-frugal and parſimonions to -the utmoſt ; truly 
peaking, neceſſitated thereunto,. by reaſon of the many and con- 
tinypal 7mpoſts laid \uponithem,: whth no People under Heaytn fo 
contentedly beaty. nor fo indefatigably wade through, being abnn- 
dantly ſatisfied with the- Prudence and Tittegrity of- their Governours, 
and highly tranfporte& with an OI of Liberty, which 
nobody can,Fe into, or underftand, but themſelves: So-that, as 
the forementioned. Gentleman. obſerves, All Appetiges and Pajjions 
ſeem to run lower here, thats in ather Countries. I am-ſure they do not. 
run ſo low in ours, which, on the cpntrary, 1s too: ſanguine to be 
ſettled as it ought ; for, to' paſs by that old Charge of Rex Diabs- 
lorum, the Engliſh good Nature, was'{o ſtrangly ſowr'd by our late 
Times of Lihertinsſm, and Confuſion, Men contrafted ſuch a habfr 
of Self-conceit, Oppoſitron, and eg z. were ſo. totally given 

0.et 


Co) 


overto a nerver Tikes abical Spirie:; and for ſo 1 f \aftime, as 


now indeedit may be look'd upon, next to impoaſſb 


| flible, #S{blurety 
to coxyiate it. down z yet. doubtleſs it ought to be colfin'd to its own 


a, ae melancbolyT omibs of their reſtleſs vnquiet Thoughts, and 

Fandernp:and down the World,. to poſleſs others with the 
Legions &Weh Frenzes,. which, if let alone, willcertainly be; for 
-tis a Peſtlent Infe@ion, and without due Caution fpreids like the - 


Plague. And that-this unhappy Diſpoſition began from 'the Sepa- 
ration- Fraternity, and is much ; more incident tÞ the Engliſh, than 


Dutch Temper, take this ſingle Inſtance £ There were -more Diſ- - 
and Quarre nd ont 


putes, Conteſts, and Quarrels, amongſt the few Browniſts, * 
Independant Sef? dis . which. reſorted |thither the latter end of 


Queen Elizabeth's, King Fames the Firſt's time, and”M on, than-. 


among the whole Dutch Nation ever fince they. Reform'd: *Tis un- 


accountable what impertinent Controver/res aroſe between them, 
even to the Colour of - Aaron's Ephod, whether 1t were Blew, or a 


Sea-green, which, made an irreconcilable 'difference between their 
Paſtors, and conſequently the:Flocks divided. 
Once.indeed there was-a:Controver/ie amongſt the "Dutch, about 


ſame Schoo]-Points, (and i think that the only Inſtance cart be given) 


which roſe to a-great;beighty bur then you: muſt "know it was oc- 
calioned principally by two great State-Fat#zous, wherein moſt Di- 
wines, eſpecially of the Geneva=Ehit, are toocalily made Propertres - 
In this,,, to.be ſure,, they, ſerv'd-themſttyes to: purpoſe”; for obtain- 
ing by Pomer;/ what: they could;.not: get: by Argioment, ong' Party 


became Fadge of. the-other, and-thruſt them 'down' amoſtsfſt” the - 
ſeveral Herds of Tolerated  Diſſemtets; And here give” me leave to - 


obſerve a,farther Evidence of the peaceable Temper and Diſpo- 
ſition of thaie People; for tho? the able, and"moſt fearned in their 
Government, have all along laugh'd at the Stoical- Fatwlity, 'and | Re- 
probation- Rigours of ' their Divines,, and know' what. hard 
it worth while +to. have the. Debate reviyd, which. might only 
revive new Exaſperatuensabout inſignificant: Oprnions $1 or, as I find 


it expreſs'd in @ late. Poem, for Points by--weither Pagty' u1Herſtood, 


Qa ths other fide, to retura hone, -how differently: have theſe 


 Difputes. been 'manag'd amongſt ns, and hdw' vexatiouſly- conti- - 


nucd ? Armnian-and Papift, paigd a'long time for! Terms fy10ni- 


mow 7. waich not only.the. Pulpit-Brautifeus, but ſeveral Grandees of 


the Z0/e, malicioufly- apply'd to-evgry Orthodex Divine, and indeed 


all. others, who would not-goalong. with them*in thoſe curſed . 


Defatias they then bronght uper Church and State; . which having 


"nw | wretchedly - 


1arq meaſure 
the Remonſtrants the Armimians had. met withal z yet never thought 
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Now, :Sir, whatever Cenſure i may imcur from others 


- — _. - . + -— Xt 


*Cxn) 


Kfetted, how did the Religious Br di multiply upon 


their Phatkſs? With what implacable Enmity, did the Prechyterian 


| da YGIEL each other?" And how. violent iq their 
ſeveral ways, gainſt them, and 'one another, were "the nu- 
merous Spawn of y_—_ Seds, which like tlic oyerflowing-Wle, 


their Deluge of 


-Cromwel had beſtrid - the Commonwealth ,. and ſet.” hinwF4n the 


| rc of Enpland- 
Congregations, -botht in Publick, Pariſhes, and ' Private Aſſemblies,” fn 
of the Wiaries whom Ae. -< readed 


as much as the - Loyal Party ; and did, with reaſon , they 


to haſten. ; 


*Tis rrne, - when the Zep/iative Power, the other day, thought 
fit to eſtabliſh them an 1nautgence, there was a Project ſect on-foot 


to- make Two Stieks one, (to uſe their own Canting Terms) and 1e- 
[vera Propefals laid down*in order thereunto.g yet we find "then 


: till ſeparated from_one another, and \the ſeveral Parties, upan 


every little accaſion, dividing among themſelves, tho” much -Arr 
1s uſed to ſmother and conceal it : At the heſt, it was but a Flou- 
Fiſh; a- Cord of Yanity, which Hound them together , and it held 
accordingly; neither can you expect otherwiſe, upon conſideration 
.of the Callles which that great Undertaker afligns wut thoſe Dizy/ons, 


| the Rvot from white their Diſeords fpring + Come they not bence, even 
of our Ziifts'? Whatever you find to have been. the Cauſe of them, whe- 
ther 


r Spiritual Pride,” or a Contentious Diſpoſztion, -or an Aﬀettation- of 
-Singulatty, -or Error of Opinion, or Admiration of Mens Perſons, or 
a. Sowrneſs -of Spirit, "or *an Ambition of drawzng Diſciples after us - 
Let the Cauſe be what it will, 4t muſt be remoy/d, &c.. All which is 
ſooner ſaid then done ; {ch Pecadillo's,, and of ſo leng Continu- 
ance, are not eaſily diflodg*'d : Although he atight as well have 
taken his Charger from St.. Paul's Perillous Times, whichhe for&ells 
in the laſt Daſs, when Men ſhould "be Heady, High-minded,. Cove- 


tous, Proud, Boaſters, &c, ſo far from growing better, as he de- 


clares they ſhould wax worſe and worſe, deceiving, and being deceived. 
h my. Ap- 
peal 18 to your ſelf, whether the Account here given of theſe Peg- 
ple be any other, than what their daily Pratices do fadly _— 

"AWD: e 


Two Sticks 
made one, 
P. 28, 


2 Tim. 3. 
Ver. 9g. 


Fr THIEF; | 
fe? And if lefg to their own, Culture, and Tugentity 5; any likeli- 


y, and 11nd their awn buſineſs : From w 
ay continue che Diſparity, and obſerve, __ | 
urcly, How their conſtant gem to Bufinefs and Imploy- 
"ment, alfred them. no time to dream-of. New: Lights;., or trouble 
them abou otffer Perſwaſion, as to." Religion, than: what 
. they were brougMt up in: For, asat their firſt BE tulonont, there 
were Three predominant Ways of Opinion, (1 won't-ay, DoQrine) 
and Worſhip, which they, had then . Retorm'd themſelves into, 
| © Latherans, Calviniſts, and Anabaptiſts , ſo.the Tolerationggpore eipe- 
i cially. exrended.zp them, and has been. generally continued dowa 
j n-the fame FamMies, from Father to: Children, ever (ge 3. neither 
| is it ſo uſval with them to flitt up and down,. from ohe Maggotty | 
=. . Pzrſwaſon to another, as amongſt us. 'Thoſe- upſtart puny Seas,. - 
which arofe of later Days, are moſtly Foreign, and 'moſtly. from | 
ngland too, as. the Browniſts, and Independants firſt, the Sabbata- | 
rrans after them, then' Quakers, Muggletonians, and what not? ' | 
Who have prevail'd' with ſomg of the Natives to be as fooliſh and . F 
mad. as themſelves, , but not many. ;. and, perhaps, had. they been 
kept to the. ſame Thoughtfulneſs at home for Bread, and all other 
(| Neceflaries of Life, would nog. fo. wantonly have gone a-Whoring 
1 . - with their own Invention, © 
And the like reaſon may, be. given, that thereare not ſo many 
Libertines , Atheiſtical, Profane Perſons, as-in-many other Parts 
i where all &elipions are Tolerated : It cannot ſeem ſtrange re ſhould 
i be ſome withortany ; and that there are not more, ſhall not. be 


Ti | " attributed. fo much to: their Yertue.as Neceſſity ; for not only- thei * 
| " Aﬀechanicks and Tradeſmen, but Perſons of the . beſt Quality, are | 
| i : oblig'd tothe like Care and-Induſtry, as-to. the Concerns of Hu- je 
Flt mane. Life, The Ground. on which -their many populous Cities- Z 
if ſtand, is of ſmall Compaſs ; and the Rents of that little Land they &| 
f} have, are very low, not able to maiatain any one. in - the Port of | 


2, Gentleman, (that 1s,, air [dleman, which is their Texm for -that © 
i degree) whereof as there are few Ancient Families amongſt them, . | 
ll fo the Children of thoſe.that are, as likewiſe of their Chief Ma- # 
is  giftrates, and Rich Merchants, are:conſtantly brought up to ſome. | 
is TImployment, 7Military or Civil, with an Education agreeab!d there- | 
=. unto, -which, together with their Natural Diſpoſition, keeps their. | 
Thoughts fix*dupon things really. advantageow; and ſo you ſhall. 
' generally, nnd them, very intent» npon. their De/zgus, and afſiduous | 
: | 12.5 
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up to the Extravaſncies of the Town, .is as much for. jivings- 
rbid 


Exceptions,. than'daily PI wane Ye to obſerve :- _ Li- 
berty of Th, tho? not ſo much clamour'd'fory; is as much in. Vogue 
as Liberty of Conſcience, and the one; doubtleſs confequent of the 
other : for the praQtical Atheiſt” hath been-ever thought to-intro» 
duce the Speculation; and when- Men are left -free to all Religions; 
that is the proper time to ſet up for none. I remember, .duri 
Eromwel's Uſurpation,. the Leviatban-Dofrine was firſt ſtarted 3. an 
as ſome Gentlemen of too good- Parts, - unleſs-better employ'd; were 
induſtrious. to cultivate and improve it, ſa many of our Airy 
Sparks about Tavs, and- elſewhere, . became their ſordid Imitators : 
Nothing would go down with them, but a State of War, with a 
total Abolition of all-:difference between Good and. Evil, Right and 
Wrong, "Now, whether it- was their. being wearyggor aſpam'd, of 
fach-ugpeaſonable Notions, or an affeftation of Novelty; the delight 
of vain Minds, Deiſm ſeems to have ſuperſeded that, and isbe- 
comeart preſcnt the-Darling-SubjeCt of: every young Libertize's Diſ- 
courſe ; 'whowil preſume to. expoſe, and;.run"down-Revea#d Rcli- 
gion with all : Confidence imaginable, . altho? the little 2mpertinent: 
never thought aſober. hour in its life ; and underſtands the Philo- 
fapby of Matter and Motion, no farther, than that his own Brains- 
are ina continuah Hurry:; Not but that theſe Engines too are ſet on: 
work by fome more plodding Heeds, who: have ſeveral ſecret De- 
fignsin exploding the Authority of Scripture, upon the Folitick, as well- 
as” Prophane* Account ; and, among the reſt, to b:2y up-ſuch' Moggis 
of . Government, as the Bekcf- thereof expreſly- overthrows, Here 
then ariſes the main C#ere: What ſhall we do with fuch Dsſſenters 
as theſe? The Sceptick, the Deiſt; the Atheiſt, under whar Claſs 
fhall we place them? They have the ſame 72, to. be confider'd, 
which.the. others always - bronght;. that, 15, IViunter 00 :TPRAed 3 
ng, 


Ml; Showaaii 


er) 


_ - $$go twinke, Inelcher-Partionlary with /any of ed dfin 


FitHons, and, foro L.17 fee; in a ſhort. time, 
'Expetienc uſſures,vs*tis the inſt - x 
| lege and weary, (with 


: | its: ſeve- 
Weror Fatt —— on; it its down in-the cad, and 
| white; the reſt will not: ſee! what 
hey ng ſpan [for themſelves, as well /as-ns; 
opdcaiting the rnetey of England, eatery 
TC Chriſtian Religion : Altho., to 10t- 
ERP maaDickbestiavs: 'taken,'as to ws pro 
ints "of hke: Natuye, muſt: be ackiſowledg'd- nota lit- 
tle conducing to this' Grand Apo/tacy'; £6 readily will-Cargypt 2tuads 
Wmprove bad- we deny thoſe Myſteries. by wh which 
ſome 'Meiis ra "MM nice -Enqitttes had made! more: pope x'd and 
mifricate; thin the' Simplioiny of True” Rct3zionr ſtands ced''of. 
or did ever; deſign. |" And this;oSir, 'is the. refult of an Unhrated 
Mapind? which going on at "this' rate, (unleſs the Pater Noſter 
ba —_ Inquiſition) muſt nec collarily end 1 ina. Sit anima 
men cam. 


Foorthly, ectves thing**which makes:the Dutch Toleration ſit 
the more eafie, is, That Their Government is moſt exad and punZu- - 
al in "the Adminiſtration of Fuſtire, and Execution of Laws; which 
as theyare enaZedat firſt, upon the mature! deliberation of a few 
ſober underſtanding Men, with"fole regardito the/Common Weal, 
the Publick Good; fo, once prockaim'd, there iis no avoiding their 
true Impore, '< eſcaping the Penalty of.a Violation ; The Lawyers 
among them*dare not Oper, or -{o ,much:as Quetch again what 

- theff Superiours hi@rhought fit to eſtabliſh, auch leſs ſtudy Flaws, 
and bammer” out,” Nieeties, 'to/ 'gratifie Men, in fruſtrating, what- | 
ever good the Zegi/l#ivePower deſign'd, and put them:gothetron- 


i 
gil FT 


- ble of an Explanatory AF next Seſſion, which ruas'the 'ſame wſhue ; 


Yet that we are under theſe very Circumſtances, [-need-not "tell 
you; -which, with the Inſolency of Fadion, the remufſneſs and - in- 
differency of 'the Exccutive Power, hath brought: u$tO £00 nigh an 
Afﬀin ity with - that deplorable, Eſtate of the Fewi/b Anarchy, where 
every one did what feens'd right m. his own eyes. Otherwiſe, wehave 
tans more than enough ; *aud-conld they have executed themſelves, 
all Allezatjons for a 7! aler ation had been long liace-quaſt'd ; not on. 
ly the E xternals of God's\Publick Worſhip had been kept up in .Decency 
and Order, but every Man's Temporal Concern, his Right and Pro- 
perty, fix'd npona much ſurer” Bitto#2, On the contrary, a Licentiouſ- 
nfs and [aditferency, as ta-Religions' Duties, kth fo Har. re ny 
a 


% 


there is litthe 
ks with BY Eats of Sid | dy 
be” taken froin the "Perplexity, the Germy of ur Zews 
little Tricks of Pratice, fo ſhamefvlly1 now%-dafiriie-hod, 
defis Int y Ex tell whom rk Þ, ep is quently 
at a loſs, either to rgover Right, or repel Wrong - Neithey yrull it be 
exct otherwiſe, as long as ſo'many Law-jvbbing Make-Pates are fuf- 
fered to farm in every County throughout The Kingdom. Were 
GrieYances to redreſs'd by chelr mity and ik Contagion, © 
Fknow no one thing, fooner to be 3 that it is otherwile, 
you and I cannot help... In ſhort, Sir,.that a Stri® and Regular Exe- 
 cution of Laws, is the Life and Soul of any Government, take theſe 
two different Inſtances : In: the Spaniſh Netherlands, we $1d.he - 
Romifh Religion ſolely eſtabliſyd, with the Rigour, thongh not - 
the Name, ' of that Iquifition; which was the moſt plauſible - 
Plea for their firſt Defetion: On the ether fide, in the United Pro-- 
vinces, there isa general Tolerationz both which, the Uniformity of 
the one, and. Indulgenge.' of the other, are ſup orted, and kept np, 
by a vigorous Execution of ſuch Laws as are t ought moſt proper. 
thereunto; and if eigher, the latter are more. exa& and ſevere, 
byreaſon i it is 0 natural for Uitrep erent Opinions to; claſh with, and * 
thwart eack other ; ſo far are they from admitting them into the - 
ajiftraty, giving theleaſf waysto New Zifhts, and Fanciful Euthi- 
hz Caſe there, as welt knowing ſuch a Freedorr is. enongh to make any 
Government as Souſrow as that Pifure, which had an Hanc Populiis - 


—_ 
ty. fd ſhall gn Y. "add farthe that the Dutch Toleration ws + 

, eſtab ied iQ the H cy of the Reo mation, when Men, had a ſin- 
Fere and'unfeigned Zeal for Te T Truth of Religion, deſired nothing 
more than-to have her freed from 7gyorance and” "Superſtiti: n Jeb 
Tpurious Dedrines,- and burthenſome ,Ceremomzes, as ruit of 
neglet of Enquiry, and, above all, the Intrigues of Papal Uſzr, 


774 


141, had impos'd ypon the World, and for ſeveral Centuy a toge 
made paſs for Catbolick, Now, although this-.Ze ih hgh 
according to Knowledge,” thediſferent, 219, .it uns laces, not, juffi- - 
fable Merb3ds which WerBraken, did much 9hrue, ay, agd frwida- 
lize Ta good an Unfertaking 3 "yet the' main Paine” "Mews 22g & in 


Hae off the Roman Toke, whether out! of < tirke#- WF, "Fighneg't br 
Titty, [ ſhaHl not determi ine, Meir 261 ierally 62nd; abwitlt't 7 


{atis3: « 


<ſatisfied with the Enjoyment of that. Perſwaſion, w 


(16, 


deepeſt Impreſſion upon their, 4s - And this. happatigſia ſuch, 
ure for the United Provinces, .as:perhaps noyAge will.be;gver 

lg ro fiarele!: Forghe Spaniſh. Intereſt. prevailing in Brabavt, and 
Flungets,. with the Walloon Proviyces, whoever, could, or wo di 


ſeo metreated hicher, as likewile great mulcitndes out of Frauce 
. r wade them: the Pantheon; the common. Re- 
le. pretending to Liberty of .Ciſcience, the only 


and- in £be, enjoyment whereo (whether well 


ceptacle of ail: Pc 
Une theadeſired, 


Flliafors'd, we are not, Bqw to cpquire) they were abiindantly - 


54 much ho” Gow (*ſpegially amongſt us). is FE OR, += 
a Teniper, and YPeated as' to much worle Diſpoſztions,.. our, many 
Feuds and Fattrons, vareaſonable Cavils, and implacacable Enmties, 
too ſadly dectare, Men now-a-days, bellow ont the: Proteſtant 
Re {s/w the Froteſt ant Religion, as the Jews of old, The Temple, of the 
Lore, The Temple of the Lord, as it the Name, - or Relation there- 
voto, might Authorize the groſſelt Inpieties, .their, witful Perjuries, 
and Sediticus PraQtices, the Violation-of Publick Laws,and Diſturbance 
of Publick Peace, even to a moſf vnnatural- Rebell;on,- and execrable 
Regicide: This, Sir, impartially ſpeaking, 1s undeniable Matter of 
"Fact; and if ever the Nation, returns tots Wits again, ſober Senſe, 


* 
#4 


and found Principles, ſuch Principles will be rccorded with a very. 
black Charafter, the Reproach_ not. only of: the Reformation, but.of 
every thing which [tends to ttue Religion, like . Pharaiſees and Zea- 


tots, among, the Fews, ſacrificing*all. ro their. own prom Hypocrifie, 
fordid Avarice, af ſelf-willd Ambition; and God grant they do 
not bring thelike fatal End upon our Place and Nation :* The dread- 
ful apprehenſion whereof makes not only my Hand, but my Heart 
tremble ; and, amidſt ſnch melancholy -RefleQtions;- wiſh*o have 


'been born in an Age, when Wiſe Men had had-the Afcendent.of 


Fools, and Honeſt Men of Knaves : On the contrary, -as. things.now 
ſtand, you know the Cloſe of that ,O1d Rhime, Knaves and Fools 
will quite undo us. DC POE -hee co WE 

Neither can our Proſpe&.be much better, if we look upon the 


*Reformation abroad : What a ſtrange Indiffcrency have ſome -Great 


Princes of the Empire lately diſcoyer'd? And how groſs the Apo- 
Facy of others? Taabe fire, where there was a General Toleration 
of Lutberan and Cal Fiſts, together, wigh. the ſeveral other differ- 
jng Perſwaſions, Anabaptiſis, Arrians, Sociniansgc. they are cither 
wholly extirpated, as in Fohemia, Moravia, the Two. Auftrid's, 


Poland, &c. or ina fair Teadency thereunto, as at preſent in 
| x Hunts 
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